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Week ending the 29th July 1882. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


ee 


Number of 


Dates of papers received and examined 
subscribers. 


Names of newspapers. for the week. 


Place of publication. 


BENnGaLtI. 
Monthiy. 
‘‘ Bharat Shramajivi’’ 
Fortnightly. 


‘“ Bharat Hitaishi if 
‘* Sansodhini”’ 
‘¢ Purva Pratidhwani”’ 


Weekly 


‘‘Ananda Bazar Patrika ” 
‘Arya Darpan ” 

‘* Bangabasi ” 

‘ Bartabaha ” 

‘ Bharat Bandhu ”’ 

‘*Bharat Mihir” | 

‘* Bengal Advertiser” 
‘‘Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 

‘ Charuvarta’”’ 

‘* Dacca Prakash”’ 

oe 

‘‘ Education Gazette ”’ 
‘*Gramvarta Prakashika ”’ 
‘ Halisahar Prakashika”’ .,. 
‘Hindu Ranjika” aa 
‘* Medini”’ es 
‘ Murshidabad Patrik&é”’ ... 
‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi”’ 
‘* Navavibhakar’”’ 

‘* Paridarshak ”’ 

‘* Pratikar” 

‘‘Rajshahye Samvad”’ 
‘* Rungpore Dik Prakash”’ 
‘* Sadharani”’ “ 
‘* Sahachar” ee 


'“ Som Prakash ”’ 

* Sudhakar” 
“*Sulabha Samachar” 
'“ Srihatta Prakash ” 


| 
! 
i 


“* Tripura Vartavaha 


Daily. 


‘Samvad Prabhakar” 

“ Samvad Purnachandrodaya’ 
‘Samachar Chandrika ”’ 

“ Banga V idya Prakashika”’ 
* Prabhatt’”’ 

‘Samachar Sudhébarsan ” 


ENGLISH anpb Urvpv. 


Weekly. 


‘Urdu Guide” 


—— 
ie 


Calcutta 


Burrisal 
Chittagong 
Ditto 


Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Pubna 
Caleutta 
Mymensing 
Caleutta 
Burdwan 
Sherepore, Mymensing 
Dacca vas 
Calcutta is 
Hooghly ‘ais 
Comercolly oe 
Caleutta pa 
Beauleah, Kajshdhye... 
M idnapore oes 
Berhampore AES 

Ditto 

Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Berhampore 
Beauleah 
Kakinia, Rungpore 
Chinsurah 
Calcutta 


Changripotta,24- Perghs. 


M ymensing 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Commiullah 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


22nd July 1882. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
citto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


20th to 27th July 1882. 


26th to 29th 
2Uth to 27th 
24th to 29th 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


22nd July 1882. 
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Names of newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


Hinpi. 
Weekly. 
“ Behar Bandhu” 
‘Bharat Mitra” 
‘* Sar Sudhanidhi ” 
‘*Uchit Bakta” 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
“ Jam-Jahan-numa — 
Urnt. 
Weekly. 
‘ Akhbar-i-Darussaltanat” 
Bi-Weekly. 
“ Amir-ul-Akhbar ” es 
ASSAMESE. 
Monthly. 
‘* Assam Vilasini”’ 
Uriya. 
Weekly. 
“Utkal Dipika”’ 


“Utkal Darpan” ... ire 
‘¢ Balasore Saravad Vahika ”’ 


fortnightly. 
“ Mayurbhunj Pakshik Pitriké ” 


Hunpr. 


Monthly. 


54 |“ Kshatriya Patmka”’ 


1 
| 
| 
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Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta - 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Sibsaga» 


Cuttack 
Balasore 
Ditto 


Mayurbhun] 
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Number of Dates of papers received and 


subscribers. for the week €Xamined 


20th July 1882. 
24th ditto. 
22nd ditto. 


21st ditto. 


13th and 16th July 1882. 


15th and 22nd July 1882. 
16th July 1882. 
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POLITICAL. 


Tue Bangabdst, of the 22nd July, contains thie first of what is intended 
| to be a series of articles headed ‘*'The waste 
of money.” The writer promises to give a 
concise account of the growth of the Indian debt, of how the Hast 
India Company waged wars and extended their empire in India by raising 
loans, the task of paying off which has fallen upon the native population. 
The writer earnestly hopes that the expenses of the war which is now 
being prosecuted in Kgypt will not be charged to India. : 
“2. The Sddhdrani, of the 28rd July, thus accounts for the action 
of Mr. Gladstone’s Government in reference 
to the ‘crisis in Egypt:—Without waiting] for 
the decision of the Conference of the representatives of the European 
owers which was sitting at Constantinople to determine the policy that 
should guide the chief European nations in dealing with the internal 
dissensions in Egypt, England has commenced war in that country. Are 
there really no other causes of this war except those that are known to the 
public? Now, according to some, there are other causes. Possibly, it is 
remarked, with a view to mitigate the bitterness of the civil war in Ireland, 
Mr. Gladstone has hastily brought about this war. Considering the vast 
English interests involved in Egypt, and the attitude of that county, the 
English, it was certain, would have had to fight there sooner or later; and 
what harm would there be if, by anticipating that contingency, internal 
dissensions could in some measure be checked? On some such reasoning 
probably has Mr. Gladstone precipitated this war. Others, again, say that 
Mr, Gladstone, being an inveterate enemy of the Mahomedan race, and 
always anxious to reduce their strength, has been, ever since he became 
Prime Minister, on the look out for pretexts, and now that he has got an 
opportunity, he is putting forth efforts to deal a death-blow to Mahomedans. 
That a man like Mr. Gladstone would allow his feelings to get’: the better of 
his judgment, we shall not believe. The foregoing supposition is nevertheless 
not an unreasonoble one. A warin Egypt may bring twofold advantages 
to the Ministry. It will first serve to divert in some measure the attention 
of the leading men in Ireland from their domestic affairs; and secondly, it 
will guarantee to the Ministry possession of power until at least the war is 
brought to an end. 

3. We extract the following observations from an article in the Som 
Prakash of the 24th July, headed ‘* The pro- 
posal to send Indian Troops to Egypt.” In 
process of time it has come to this, that with whatever country or people 
Great Britain may find herself engaged in war, the position that is sought 
lo be proved is that India has an interest in that war. If Indian interests 
are involved in any foreign war, the Indian Government, as a matter of 
course, has to keep itself busily occupied with the matter; it becomes conse- 
quently necessary to send troops from this country, which of course means 
a increase of its expenditure. When Lord Beaconsfield sent Indian 
troops to Malta, the Liberals protested against the measure, but now that the 
Niberals are in power, why is there a talk of sending Indian troops to Egypt ? 
India has, properly considered, no interest in the prosecution of this Egyptian 
war. She is not in the least concerned in the matter. If, therefore, she is 
saddled with the cost of the proposed expeditionary force, it will be simply 
in act of oppression. The argument that India’s interests are identical 
with those of England may be dismissed as unfair. If that were admitted, 
it would be easy to make India liable for the cost of every war which 
the English might wage against another nation. 


The cost of the war in Egypt. 


The Ministry and the war in Egypt. 


Indian troops for Egypt. 


BANGABAST, 
July 22nd, 1882. 


SA DHARANT, 
July 23rd, 1882. 


Som PRaKAsB, 
July 24th, 1882. 
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4. The Navavibhakdr, of the 24th July. ridicules the apprehension 
ir ait which are being expressed by the Pionee, i 
Army reforms in India. the Indian Daly News newspapers On 
account of the recent changes in the Indian Army. The reductions 
however, which have been made are only nominal; the number of soldiers 
has rather been increased. The fears expressed by the abovementioned 
journals are utterly groundless. Considering the present strength of the 
Indian army, half the number of troops could be safely reduced. Ther 
does not exist any ground of apprehension in India itself. The present 
liberal and far-sighted administration has seen through the hearts of the 
people of India, and is convinced that, for the maintenance of peace ip 
this country, justice and impartiality are more effective and potent Weapons 
than guns and gunpowder. If the native princes and the people of India 
are attached to the British Government, it can fearlessly and with perfect 


unconcern look on, even if the whole Russian army crosses the Hindp- 
Kush. 
5. The Medini, of the 24th July, remarks that a war in Ecypt will not 
make it possible for Parliament, already occu- 
pied with the Irish question, to devote sufficient 
attention to Indian affairs. This is to be 
deplored, inasmuch as the people of this country expect much good from a 
discussion of Indian questions in England. ‘The war may also lead to the 
closure of the Suez Canal. In that case the price of salt which is imported 
from England may rise, but with Lord Ripon as Viceroy, there is not much 
to fear in that direction. He will doubtless in that case permit salt to be 
manufactured in this country—an event which will benefit India. As for 
the decrease of imports and exports that is likely to be caused by the closure 
of the Suez Canal, there is really no need for alarm. The decrease of imports, 
which mainly consist of wines and other articles of luxury, and the decrease 
of exports, consisting of rice, indigo, and tea, will both be welcome. The 
only thing that is to be dreaded in connection with this war is that the cost, 
at any rate a portion thereof, of the operations may be thrown upon India. 
6. The Sahachar, of the 26th July, contains an article headed “ The 
_ Kgyptian War and the Indian Mussulmans.” 
git war in Egypt, and Indian The Editor condemns the writings of certain 
Anglo-Indian journals, which are constantly 
making much of little things, and by malicious misrepresentation seeking 
to raise needless alarms. The statement that the Indian Mussulmans have 
become dissatisfied with the British Government for declaring war against 
Egypt is absolutely without any foundation. 


The war in Egypt and the interests 
of India. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


7. The Grdémrdrté Prakdshikd, of the 22nd July, condemns the spirit 
of over-cautiousness which seems to charac- 
terize Mr. Rivers Thompson’s recent circular 00 
Tiocal Self-Government, and his desire to leave all real power in the hands 
of magisterial officers. (See paragraph 30 of our last Report.) 

8. We extract the following obervations from an article in the 
Sansodhini, of the 22nd July, on Local Self- 
Government :—Tne administration of Lord 
Ripon and Mr. Thompson, which has followed that of Lord Lytto. 
and Sir Ashley Eden, is much like British rule succeeding Mahomedan 
rule. ‘The darkness of the former regimé has given place to light. 
Providence first shows the worst things, and then the best. Both in the! 
lives and public administrations did Lord Lytton and Sir Ashley Eden so 0U 
offend honesty, that the advent of Lord Ripon and Mr. Rivers Thoms? 


Local Self-Government. 


Local Self-Government. 


[oy 


had become a necessity. Now as is the Viceroy, so is the Lieutenant- 
Governor. It is the reign of King Ram again come back. 
9, The Sddhardni, of the 23rd July, does not approve of a proposal 
rites for the members of Local Contained in the first resolution of the Indian 
Boards. Government, on the subject of Local Self- 
Government, to the effect that with a view to induce men of position to 
accept seats on the Local Boards, the title of Rai Bahadoor or Khan 
Bahadoor should be conferred upon a member according as he is a 
| Hindoo or 2 Mahomedan. Now these titles of distinction are gradually 
losing all value in the estimation of the natives. This 1s because the 
titles do not bring any substantial advantage to the possessors thereof, as 
also because Government does not always show much discrimination in 
selecting persons for the honors. ‘Give a doga bad name, and then 
hang it;” similarly may it be said, “ make a man a Rai Bahadoor, and the 
people begin to feel less respect for him.” This being the case, it 
hehoves Lord Ripon to give up this idea of conferring titles upon the 
members of Local Boards. et him instead confer certain privileges upon 
them. Let him, for instance, direct that members of Local Boards shall be 
permitted to use arms without having taken out a license, and to send any 
memorials which they may find it necessary to make against a local officer 
directly to Government. Let him further direct that they shall not, except 
under special circumstances, be served with warrants of arrest in a criminal 
case, without being in the first instance served with a summons. 

10. The Dacca Prakash, of the 25rd July, refers to the inconsistency 
which appears to characterize the action 
of Government in deciding the question of 
majority as regards natives of this country. In the Indian Majority Act, 
the limit for ordinary persons is fixed at 18 years, but section 53 of the 
Hindu Wills Act has in view the case of minors who can even in their 
minority succeed to their paternal estates, and spend the profits thereof. 
They are then considered as having attained their majority. The rule 
requiring that candidates for Government service should be less than 25 
years of age, and the reduction of the limit of age in the case of Civil 
Service candidates to 19 years, are all various inconsistencies, and point to 
the necessity that has arisen of reconsidering the Indian Majority Act. 

11. The Sadr Sudhanidhi, of the 24th July, makes observations on 
Mr. Rivers Thompson’s circular to Divisional 
Commissioners on Local Self-Government, 
similar to those noticed in paragraph 80 of our last Report. 

12. The Amr-ul-Akhbar, of the 13th July, remarks in the course of 
an article that the desire to obtain situations, 
no matter whether in the public or private 
service, has become so strong among native youths who are receiving 
education, that they manifest extreme unwiliingness to betake themselves to 
any independent profession or calling. 

13. The same paper, of the 16th July, contains an article on the 

situation in Keypt, in which the writer does 
not make any comments of his own. 
14. We give below a full translation of an article in the Som 
Prakash, of the 24th July, headed ‘ The 
Future of the Indian Empire” :— 

The views which we expressed on this subject in our last issue have 
hot perhaps escaped from the memory of our readers. The evil that has 
resulted from the operation of the law of inheritance which prevails in this 
Country was particularly referred to in our last article. The object of 
the present article is to consider the existing system of collecting revenue. 
‘is proper that we should now consider how far the present system of 


The Majority Act. 


Local Self-Government. 


Native youths. 


Egypt. 


The future of India. 


SADHARANI, 
July 23rd, 1882, 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
July 23rd, 18%3, 


Sar SuvHAnNippy, 
July 24th, 1882. 


Amik-UL AKHBaAR, 
July 13th 1882 


AMIR-UL-AKHBAR, 
July 16tb, 1882, 


Nom Pranasn, 
July 24t, 1852. 
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paying land revenue is reasonable. One person enjoys with all the luxur 
of ease the hard-earned wealth of ten thousand persons. The 
thought given to the subject of the hardship which the cultivator suffers 
in tilling his land, or attention paid to the question as to whether the tenant 
has sufficient means left for procuring his food and clothing. Well, Je Us 
ask on what ground should one enjoy the fruit of another’s labor? Wha 
right has the landlord thereto ? Considering that he does not, after Collectine 
the revenue, keep only a small portion of the amount as his own remunera. 
tion, and spend the remainder for the benefit of the tenants, why should he 
take money from them? [It is not that the tenant has been now for the 
first time reduced to this miserable condition. This was his condition 
before the permanent settlement, aud this is also his condition now. As the 
landlords have in course of time become increasingly powerful, 0 the 
tenants have become increasingly miserable. 

In 1831-32 the East India Company obtained a new charter 
On that occasion there was a Parliamentary Committee appointed to enquire 
into affairs relating to the administration of India. At that time the 
merchants and officials of India gave their evidence before that Committee. 
before which the late Rajah Rammohan Raya also expressed his views, 
The committee put the question— 


What is the condition of the cultivator under the present 
zemindary system of Bengal, and ryotwary system of the Madras 
Presidency ? 

To this question the great-hearted Rammohan Raya gave the 
following reply :— 

“Under both systems the condition of the cultivators is very 
miserable—in the one they are placed at the mercy of the zemindar's 
avarice and ambition ; in the other they are subjected to the .extortions and 
intrigues of the surveyors and other Government revenue officers. | 
deeply compassionate both, with this difference with regard to the peasantry 
of Bengal, that there the landlords have met with indulgence from Govern- 
ment in the assessment of their revenue, while no part of this indulgence 
is extended towards the poor cultivators. In an abundant season, when the 
price of corn is low, the sale of their whole crops is required to meet the 
demands of the land-holders, leaving little or nothing for seed or subsistence 
to the labourer or his family.” The Committee then asked the question 
‘Can you propose any plan of improving the state of the cultivators 
and inhabitants at large?” and the following reply was given by the 
Rajah :— 

“The new system acted upon during the last forty years having 
enabled the land-holders to ascertain the full measurement of the lands 
to their own satisfaction, and by successive exactions to raise the rents of 
the cultivators to the utmost possible extent, the very least I can propose, 
and the least which Government can do for bettering the condition of the 
peasantry, is absolutely to interdict any further increase of rent on aby 
pretence whatsoever.” | - 

Reader ! Rajah Rammohan Raya was not only a preacher of religion, bu! 
also master of extensive landed properties. Many places in Bengal form 
part of his zemindary even to this day. And yet to promote his self-interest 
he did not make use of one insincere expression. What person, who bas 
a feeling heart, is not moved to pity at the sight of the miserable condition 
of the cultivators? The rents have been gradually so much enhancet, 
that the cultivators can hardly afford to have their daily meals. There a 
however, many places in Bengal where the peasantry enjoy many facilities. The 
landlords have, in a considerable measure, to conduct themselves with . 
but the case of the Government khas mehals is quite different. The 
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emindars are content with taking the kernel and the juice, but Government 
at once swallows the fruit, stone and all. Until the system of collecting 
the rents and revenues is wholly changed, there will be no improve- 
ment in the condition of the tenants, who will, on the contrary, become 
‘ncreasingly miserable. We therefore earnestly desire that the British 
Government should follow in India the example of the Russian Govern- 
ment, which has conferred a benefit upon its tenants by buying in the 
‘nterests of the landlords. Let every landlord be given, as the price of 
his zemindari, a twenty years’ profit. This sum should be paid in equal 
shares by Government and the ryots, and let the latter enjoy their lands 
rent-free. This will be a great boon conferred upon them. Money will 
accumulate in the hands of cultivators, and famines will be never heard 
of. The cultivators will prosper and gradually become men of position 
in society. A community is not thriving which does not count as its 
members a large number of well-to-do persons. Large capitals will, on the 
other hand, accumulate in the hands of zemindars, who will be able in 
various ways to promote trade. Nor will Government suffer any loss 
of revenue; assessed taxes will yield a large revenue. Along with 
these benefits conferred upon the people, a gross partiality will be removed 
fom the land. The hardworked cultivators are bent down with the 
weight of various taxes, while the zemindars spend their time in indolence 
and lay by hoards of money, paying small taxes on rare occasions. ‘This 
pernicious practice should not by any means be overlooked ; it does 
not excite people’s wonder, because it has prevailed from a long time past ; 
otherwise it is exceedingly to be regretted that such a reprehensible practice 
should prevail in civilized societies. 

15. <A correspondent of the same paper gives an account of the 
mismanagement of the affairs of the estates of 
the exiled Pooree Rajah during the period of 
his minority, and even after he had attained his majority. The Rajah grew 
up without any education, and was perfectly under the influence of certain 
low and unscrupulous servants, who always managed to keep him aloof 
from the society of honest and respectable men. 

16. Another correspondent has contributed a poem to this number 

| of the Som Prakash. The writer thanks 

Tee ee tae Gereere Toad Ripon for the introduction of local 

self-government among the people of this 

country, and Baboo Surendra Nath Banerji for his efforts in connection 
with this subject. | 

17. The same paper contains a long article headed “* The Englishman’s 

) __ disappointment at the elevation of Justice 

alte Englishman on the appoint Miter to the Acting Chief Justiceship,” 
from which we extract the following 

observations :—Now we want to ask, hasthe Hyglishman or any of his 
supporters ever found Bengalis wanting in spirit, energy, activity, or 
any of the other great qualities? What important office is there in 


The exiled Pooree Rajah. 


the Executive Service the duties of which Bengalis cannot discharge ° 
satisfactorily ? The erroneous notion that they are fit for patient and slow — 


judicial work, and not for executive duties which require spirit, 
is only worthy of the Hglishman newspaper and its obsequious sup- 
porters. ‘To those who have received ample proof of the ability of educated 
Bengalis, the statement would appear to be simply the raving of a mauiac,— 
Shameful and ridiculous. It should cause no wonder if at some future 
period natives should claim the appointments of Chief Commissioner and 
Lieutenant-Governor. Sneer who may, but we are even now fit to obtain 
those posts. We consider the discharge of the duties of those posts as easy as 


Som PraxasnH, 
July 24th, 1882. 
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the act of breathing. What do the high-placed officials themselves do ;, 
this matter? It is the assistants who add up the figures and gq 
forth that this is five and that is seven; the chief officers see th. 
papers and declare that seven is greater than five. The bodies of the 
English are made of the same stuff as our bodies are made of. W, 
were so long engaged in other pursuits, in the study of othe, 
subjects, and did not attend to politics, which 1s a tortuous subject. 
hence we were not acquainted with it. Now that we have taken up 
the subject for study, nothing appears difficult of comprehension to yg. 
In any business we have taken in hand, we are not in any respect inferior t) 
the English. We remain idle because our hands and feet are bound, and we 
are without buoyancy. There is no room allowed for the play of our intellecy, 
If it were not for this, we would have beaten down the English in many 
matters. Would to God! if India could have a succession of generous and 
liberal-minded Viceroys like Lord Ripon ; we would show what fire lie; 
concealed under these heaps of ashes. We would show our power and 
intelligence, and the ability to discharge the duties of all the posts in 
the public service. 
18. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
Natives shouJd be trained up as same paper :-— Under the sood administra- 
soldiers. tion of the liberal-minded Lord Ripon and 
Major Baring, India has started on the path of improvement, and it now 
seems probable that the sense of distinction as between the conquerors and 
the conquered which exists in the British mind will gradually disappear. 
Lord Ripon has decided upon imparting a military education to the natives 
of this country. The Kditor approves of this determination with all his 
heart, and would only wish that it might not prove an idle farce. Some 
time ago the title of General in the British Army was conferred upon the 
Maharajahs of Cashmere and Gwalior, but these are empty titles. If 
Government imparts a proper military training to Natives of India, and 
appoints them to the army, a real benefit will be conferred upon the country. 
The writer then proceeds to show that the people of India are not unfit 
for military service, nor should they be thought so before giving thema 
fair trial. Most of the Indian races are warlike races, and have on more 
than one occasion rendered signal help to the British Government in war. 
A military training will have a largely soothing effect cn their minds, 
The appointment of natives to the army will lead to a large saving ol 
expenaiture, and will besides have an excellent political effect. _ 
19. The Naravibhdkar, of the 24th July, remarks in reference to the 
: Lieutenant-Governor’s recent circular to Dim- 
sional Commissioners on Local 5Selt-Govern- 
ment, that as regards the two fundamental 
principles (the election of members and the election of Chairmen of Local 
Boards) which underlie all the resolutions and circulars which have been 
issued on this subject, His Honor’s proposals are such that, if adopted 
the existing order of things will be perpetuated in most parts of the country. 
If his proposals are adopted, everything will be done according to the wishes 


Mr. Rivers Thompson on Local 
Self-Government. 


of the local officials, and the members will, as now, remain dumb specte 


tors of their doings. Take, for example, the case of the municipalities 
where His Honor has expressed his desire to introduce the elective syste 
provided that a certain portion of the whole body of rate-payers pray for 
this benefit under section 16 of the Bengal Municipal Act. Now if the 
elective system be not introduced into any municipality unless the provisiovs 
of that section are first complied with, it will be possible to confer the 
privilege upon only a few municipalities. The Magistrate upon whose 
opinion the matter will mainly rest would not unnaturally take up 4 hostile 
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attitude towards this subject of introducing the elective system, inasmuch as 
the measure would be likely to curtail his powers. This was noticed in the 
case of the Howrah Municipality in the time of Sir Richard Temple, when 
the rate-payers of Howrah made a petition to Government under section 16 
of the Bengal Municipal Act. The signatures of the rate-payers were all 
senuine, and yet the Magistrate of Howrah expressed a contrary opinion, 
apd remarked that the municipality was not fit to receive the elective 
system. Government believed his word, and disregarded the prayer of the 
rate-payers. Thus it is clear that the hostility of Magistrates may often 
lead to a Similar result. Moreover, asin the case of the first class municipal- 
‘ties comprising 16 to 17 thousand holdings, and on the least compu- 
tation as many rate-payers, it will be an extremely arduous task to procure 
the number of signatures required by the Municipal Act. And yet it will 
not do to say that a municipality which has not sent a petition in the 
required manner to Gcvernment is not fit to receive the elective system. 
Under these circumstances, it has not been wise in His Honour to lay so 
much stress as he has done on section 16 of the Act. It is desirable that 
Government should of its own motion introduce the system into all first 
class and into the more important among the second class municipalities. 
Both the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor recognize the necessity of 
imparting political education to the natives of this country, and yet the 
latter would not confer the benefit of Local Self-Government upon them 
unless they first showed their eagerness to receive it; that is, unless they 
were eager to obtain that with whose nature they are perfectly unacquainted, 
and a knowledge of which it is proposed to impart tothem. This indeed 
is unreasonable. 

20. The same paper notices with gratification the arrangements 


The abolition of the Municipal Sanctioned by the Juieutenant-Governor in 
Police. 


Municipal police. 
21. We extract the following observations from an editorial paragraph 
Abuse of patronage in the General inthe same paper:—For a long time past 
Post: Office, Kurasians have been exceedingly lucky in 
the General Post Office, but for the appointments of Inspecting Post Master 
and Superintendent, competent natives alone have been considered eligible. 
But now, through the support given by, and favouritism on the part of, 
certain superior authorities, Kurasians have come to enjoy a monopoly 
of appointments in the superintending branch. They are now being 
appointed Inspectors of the mofussil post offices, in utter disregard of 
the rightful claims of competent Bengalis. Considerable disappointment 
has in consequence been caused to the latter. Mr. Hogg, it would appear, 
is quite indifferent to the matter. Will not Major Baring attend to the 
subject? The mofussil post offices being mostly situated in the centre of 
Hindu quarters, the appoitment of Eurasian and European Inspectors of 
low social position causes great inconvenience. 

22. Writing on the same subject, the Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 
Abuse of patronage in the Postal 24th July, remarks that the Postal and the 
rpertment. “ Railway Departments are much like non- 

regulation provinces. ‘The Medical Department might also be placed in the 
same category. The officers of the Medical Department, however, enjoy 
certain privileges. Tbe rule being in force that none but passed candidates 
should be appointed to this branch of the public service, there is less scope 
here than elsewhere for favouritism. But in the Postal and Railway Depart- 
ments there isno such drawback. The illegal doings of the Railway Depart- 
ment are not all revealed; if they were, probably hundreds of high-handed 
acts would be daily brought to the notice of the public. The subordinate 


his recent resolution on the abolition of the 
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officers in the service of the railways, State as well as Guaranteed, CXperienc 

treatment at the hands of superior authorities which is often more arbitra : 
than that extended to common khansamahs and other menials. A native 
gentleman was the other day all at once dismissed from his post which 
he had held for three-years under the Darjeeling State Railway. He qq. 
not yet know why he was dismissed, and has repeatedly written to th 
authorities on the subject in vain. At length, however, an order was Passed 
that he should be paid a gratuity of Rs. 300. Half of this sum he ha, 
received, but for the other half which has not been paid to him he has now 
been crying quite ineffectually for the last six months. Such instances are 
of common occurrence on the railways, and railway employés in congo. 
quence always live in dread of sudden dismissal. The case is very much the 
same in the Post Office. The subordinate officers have recently had thei 
work enormously increased, but their pay has not been augmented. The 

are also losing prospects of promotion owing to the practice on the part 
of the superior authorities of filling up vacancies with their own men, 
Formerly the post of Inspector was, as a rule, conferred upon a well-quali- 
fied native, and it can be boldly asserted that the present efficiency of the 
Postal Department is solely due to the labours of these Inspectors. All this 
has now changed, and Bengalis are now rarely appointed Inspectors. With 
a view to make the post attractive to Hurasians, the designation of 
“Inspector” has been changed to that of “Superintendent,” which isa 
high-sounding title. The writer then proceeds to refer to the following 
cases of what is characterized as jobbery in the Postal Department :— 


1. The son of the Superintendent, Mr. Kelly, who is quitea 
young man, has been appointed Superintendent over the 
heads of hundreds of competent native officers. 

2. Mr. Vosel, a relative of Mr. Kelly, has been appointed Post 
Master of Berhampore, over the heads of many able native 
officers. 

&. The son of Mr. Rousac, at present Deputy Postmaster-General 
of Behar, a stripling, has been appointed a Superinten- 
dent. 

4. Two sons of Mr. Sheridan, Inspector-General of the Railway 
Mail Service—both striplings—have become Superinten- 
dents. 

Mr. Tullock, a resident of Behar, has become Superintendent, 
through whose recommendation itis not known. He's 
very young. 

6. Mr. Watt, Assistant to the Director-General, has become a 

Superintendent. 

7. Lalla Sundar Lall, a Hindusthani, has been made Officiating 
Deputy Inspector-General of British Burmah, thus super- 
seding Baboo Bishnu Chunder Dutta, who ought to have 
been promoted to the post. 


23. The same paper agrees with the Amrita Bazar Patrika _- 
co. paper in holding that the best way to secure te 

— " er success of the scheme of foal Self-Govern- 
ment is to entrust the existing village punchayets with the task of electing 
members for the Local Boards. Let the Boards be first formed, and efforts 
may then be made to induce men of position and respectability to accep! 
seats on the punchayet. There should not be any delay allowed in carryins 
out the work of Local Self-Government. Owing to increasing political cou 
plications, Mr. Gladstone’s Government may at any moment be overthrow?, 
and with the overthrow of the power of the Liberals, the hope of sell 
government for this country will vanish. A property qualification for 


or 
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‘ntending electors and members of Local Boards, if prescribed, will not meet 
the requirements of this country. 


94, A correspondent of the same paper dwells upon the incon- 
venience to, and the perpetration occasionally 
of gross outrages upon, passengers travelling 
in third-class carriages on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, caused by the absence of lights therein. The authorities are 
earnestly besought to attend to the matter. 


95. The Medint, of the 24th July, remarks in reference to the 

proposal of the Lieutenant-Governor to ap- 
point a Central Board in connection with the 
scheme of Local Self-Government, that it will, if adopted, have the effect 
of reducing Local and District Boards to nonentities. The Central Board 
will most probably be composed of official members, and thus all power, 
as before, will remain in the hands of the civilians. [See paragraph 30 
of our last Report. | 


26. The Chdru Vartd, of the 24th July, observes in reference 
to the Lieutenant-Governor’s circular to 
Divisional Commissioners on Local Self- 
Government, that the document has doubtless served to teach Magistrates that 
Government is really anxious to secure the success of the proposed measure. 
Most of these officers rarely possess any independent opinions, and are 
frequently found to echo the views of the Lieutenant-Governor for the 
time being. It is therefore to be feared that the opinion expressed by 
His Honor to the effect that it 1s desirable to introduce Local Self-Govern- 
ment into all first class municipalities will be echoed by the local officials. 
It would have been better if, instead of thus mentioning any particular 
class of municipalities as deserving the boon of Local Self-Government, the 
Lieutenant-Governor had stated that the question of introducing the 
elective system into any particular municipality would be decided by a 
reference to its local condition, and had directed Commissioners to submit, 
along with their own views, a report on the condition of the several muni- 
cipalities existing in their division. Nobody would be so unreasonable as 
to demand that the elective system should be introduced into all muni- 
cipalities, without any distinction. What is wanted is that the benefit should 
be extended to places which deserve it. It would be wrong to deny the 
benefit even to a deserving second class municipality. It is not wise, as 
has been proposed by His Honor, to keep a municipality at the head-quarters 
of a sub-division distinct from the Local Board. This would interfere with 
the efficiency of both. The writer cordially approves of the proposal to 
create a Central Board for the supervision of the work of Local Boards. 


27. The same paper contains a highly eulogistic article on 
Lord Ripon. The Editor thanks him for 


: ; having appointed Justice Mitter to act as 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. 


28. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 26th July, notices the arbitrary 
manner in which Baboo Upendra Nath 
: Majumdar, the Deputy Collector in charge of 
the license-tax operations in Rajshahye, is performing his work. He does 
not listen to any objections made by assessees, or inspect their books, but 
expresses his opinion that the license-tax must be paid by every trader. 

It is said that he acts in this way by order of superior authority. 
29. The Bértdbaha, of ag Rid July, regrets to have to notice that 
eR aS the Board of Revenue is urging the local 
pan rome he Rebtel authorities of Pubna to bare  aance shop 


Third-class carriages on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 
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opened at the centre of every area of ten miles in that district, Wh 

is this anxiety to make the people drink? A few days ago, the excic, 
Inspector of Pubna went to Atackulai for the purpose of having a liquor 
shop opened there. There was formerly a shop in that place, but from 
lack of support, it had to be closed. The inhabitants are mostly aorioy)- 
turists who do not drink. Now, perhaps, they will, thanks to Governmen 
acquire the habit. i 7 

30. Referring to the petition against the Khoordah Settlement ;, 
the Government of Bengal, signed by 2,009 
persons, a writer in the Uthal Dipikd, of the 
15th July, says: We hope that the new Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal yi 
read the petition from beginning to end, and cheerfully grant the people 
the relief prayed for. 

Having on previous occasions made known many of the grievances of the 
ryots detailed in this petition, it is not necessary now to go over the whole 
ground. With the greater portion of the resolution of Government pub- 
lished in the Gazette, regarding the settlement, we were pleased. We 
considered that Government was favourable to the ryots, and we were further 
convinced that their present distress was not the fruit of Government orders, 
but arose from want of judgment, indolence, inconsiderateness, and selfishness 
on the part of the local officers. The petitioners, however, say their 
distress arises from both sources. They point out many faults in the regv- 
lations of Government, as also the loss and injustice to which they have been 
subjected through the action of the local officers and settlement officers. We 
must confess that the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Ashley Eden, issued orders 
on the subject, entirely relying on the reports of the local authorities. It must, 
however, be admitted that what appeared to him unjust and as an excessive 
burden to the people was after careful consideration removed. It was never- 
theless the duty of the Lieutenant-Governor, in the absence of the views of the 
people, to ascertain what they were; having been informed of their condition, 
he would have been in a position to decide accordingly. Government 
appears to be much disposed now-a-days to carry out measures simply on the 
recommendation of local authorities, without reference to anyone else. This 
is the source of much evil. The Cutttack khas mehal and Khoordah 
khas mehal settlements were made at the same time, without reference to 
the condition of the people. 

Mr. Dampier came here to enquire into these settlements, but did not 
go to Khoordah or hear the objections of the ryots. Having requested the 
settlement officers to meet him at Cuttack, he got his information from 
them and departed. ‘To the crowds of Khoordah people who came, sweet 
words were said, assuring them that the increased rate of rent would be 
so light as not to press heavily upon them. Though convinced of the injustice 
of the Cuttack mehal settlement, he did not recommend that it should be 
rectified, but simply ordered that a reduction of Rs. 1,500 per year should 
be made. The amount of vexation which this has occasioned is known t 
all. Had Mr. Dampier desired in an independent spirit to knowall 
about the settlement, he would have been saved from error; and if he had 
then made any recommendation, Government would not have beet 
unmerciful to the people. i 

Looking at what has taken place, the Khoordah people pray thal, if 
Government be really merciful towards them, and be disposed to remove 
their distress, let an independent official be sent to enquire into ther 

miserable condition and into the truth of the contents of their petition. 

_ In the 42nd paragraph of their petition, they clearly make known to the 
Lieutenant-Governor that any papers called for from the local authorue 
will not reveal the true state of matters. Such an arrangement will nol 


Khoordah Settlement. 
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reveal the manner in which the settlement officers have illegally imposed 
fresh cesses, and forcibly collected them ; nor will it show the extent of their 
misery. The petitioners, moreover, state that they have sent up many petitions 
to the Board of Revenue and Government, but have never bcen able to ascer- 
tain what orders were passed thereon. As an illustration, their petition 
to the Government of Bengal, of 12th November 1880, was sent for disposal 
to the Commissioner. The Commissioner, on the 24th of the same month, 
sent it to the settlement officers with the request that they would ascertain 
from the ryots and make known whether the arrangement to take one- 
fourth of the produce as rent would really be excessive or not. The 
settlement officers did not, however, do this. Why therefore should they 
not lose confidence? To properly conduct the work of Government when 
confidence is wanting between the local officials and the people, is impossible. 
Government has incurred a large expenditure in making the settlement of 
Khoorda, and has further caused great discontent and suffering to the people. 
Such proceedings cannot be called profitable. To have the settlement 
scrutinized by a competent officer, and some parts of the work done over 
again, would involve additional expenditure. If, however, Government, 
through fear of expense, has no desire to redress the grievances of the 
ryots, it will be a matter of great sorrow. 

31. The Utkal Darpana, of the 16th July, refers to the difference 


between Magistrates, as Chairmen of Muni- 

arma aiiaselimamms cipal Boards, and Magistrates as Superinten- 
dents of Local Boards, and makes the following observations :— 
Sir Ashley Eden, in his minute on the self-government scheme of the 
Government of India, proposed to place Magistrates at the helm of 
Municipal Boards, but alas! Lord Ripon has, with one stroke of 
his pen, deprived them of their birthright. We, however, interpret the views 
of the Government of India in a light quite different from that in which 
they are interpreted by Covenanted Civil Servants, and do not see how they 
have been deprived of their birthright. The Municipal Boards, so far as 
our small brain enables us to judge, will bear the same relation to the 
Magistrates as the East India Company bore to the English Prime Minister. 
We believe that, by excluding Magistrates from the direct control of local 
boards, Government has removed a fruitful cause of friction, and has 
increased their prestige. ‘There is a notion among Europeans that a com- 
mittee which has not got a Huropean at its head becomes a mere farce, and 
that nothing can be done without the co-operation and guidance of Euro- 
peans. Now we hope we shall be permitted here to say that native heads are 
not filled with cowdung, as many Europeans have been apparently led to 
* think. Natives have never been allowed to work independently ; consequently 
their capacity for working independently has never been tested, since Provi- 
dence placed the crown of India on the head of the English Queen. Let them 
have the opportunity, and then, if you can justify your remarks, you may have 
your own way. ‘There is no need of pelting stones in the dark. Some hold 
thet indolence and vagaries will creep into the Board, if there be no Magis- 
trate to steer it clear of every danger. We certainly doubt this, if the Magis- 
trate has any right and authority to check its progress, and pull the whole 
fabric down. On the other hand, if the Magistrate be sal at the head, 
who is there to look after the failings and irregularities of the board, and expose 
them ? Moreover, most of the members com osing the committee may be 
men of the Magistrate’s choice, for if the Magistrate proposes to appoint 
a favourite of his as a member, and the committee be asked to nominate 
him, can the committee, specially if it be a mofussil committee, oppose the 
wishes of the lord paramount, though they may be fully aware cf the 
favourite’s unfitness to be associated with them ? Now, if such 
men be allowed to have seats on the board it is natural that 
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Magistrates will seek to white wash the ugly acts of their protéges by tumi, 

a deaf ear to all evil reports, and by being blind to all their doings, But 
Magistrates having no seats on the Board will watch its proceedings with ia 
eagle eye, and will not fail to bring the slightest shortcomings on the part 


of any Board or of any member to the notice of the higher authorities, Just 


as the Ministry used to do by the public servants of the Company, whey 
India was governed by them ; but since Parliament took over that work into 
its own hands, the race of fault-finders has disappeared, and consequently 
Indian grievances are now uncared for and go unremedied. Fear leads a may 
to endeavour to do right. If the Boards have no one to fear, which would be | 
the case if the Magistrates were at the helm, they could be easily led astray, 
But the state of affairs would be changed, and changed for the better, if 
they had to fear an outside critic, the Magistrate. The mofusgi] 
Magistrate would have in that case very little to lose, for he would continue to 
control the operations of the Board, though not as the direct head. The 
people would have the advantage of economy, as the local members would be 
inhabitants of the place, and consequently fully aware of their wants. 


32. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 22nd July, refers to two orders passed 
by the Director of Public Instruction in regard 
to the Pooree school. rst, any boy wishing 
to enter must pay the fees for all the past months of the year, however 
many months may have passed when he enters; secondly, any boy having 
removed his name, and wishing to re-enter the school, must pay the fees for 
the time he has been absent. Considering the condition of Pooree, these 
orders seem very harsh, and have led to a decrease in the number of pupils 
attending the school. It is matter for regret that the local Education 
Committee do not desire to have these orders cancelled. There being 
less desire in Pooree for English education than in any other part of Orissa, 
that the above orders should tend further to diminish this desire need not 
excite surprise. 


The Pooree School. 


33. In an article in the same paper, the writer says: We hope that 
somehow before long a railway will be 
opened in Orissa. We have already 
informed our readers that Government had appointed certain officers to 
take statistics of the traffic, in order to ascertain whether or not a railway 
from Sambalpore to Cuttack would be profitable. It is now reported that 
Government have in consideration a railway from Cuttack to Pooree. If 
this be true, we can say the Government has a good project in view. xcept 
as regards the south of India, Cuttack is the road to Pooree. From 
Bombay, the Punjab, from east and west, and from Bengal, pilgrims come 
by rail to Calcutta, and thence by steamer to Cuttack. Pilgrims come also 
from the Central Provinces v7é@ Sambalpore to Cuttack ; hence it would 
be convenient for all pilgrims to have a railway from Cuttack to Pooree, 
which would render the construction of the coast canal between these 
places unnecessary. In whatever direction Cuttack may become connected by 
railway with Bengal and India, whether rid Sambalpore or by the Jagannatt 
road, there must be a railway from Cuttack to Pooree. Nothing cat 
obviate the necessity of this, and no loss would be sustained by this line being 
first constructed. There would be quick and large returns, and when cot: 
nected with Bengal, its usefulness would be increased. We hope the local 
authorities will soon advise the Lieutenant-Governor respecting the 
opening of this railway. The work once completed, the Government 
will soon understand how profitable the Orissa Railway will becomé 
In the Orissa canal works, there is a large annual expenditure mecurr 
without any corresponding returns. It is our prayer that the Government may 
open this line of 50 miles, and thereby recognize the usefulness of railways 
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Should the construction of the above railway be decided on, we think it would 
be well to take it x7@ Khoordah. Though the distance would be 14 or 15 miles 
longer, the line would avoid three wide rivers, and only have one wide and 
another narrow river to cross, while materials in the shape of stone, . timber, 
&c., would be easily obtained. Ail the traffic between the south and 
Cuttack, as well as that of the adjoining Gurjats, pass through Khoordah, 
and for the many pilgrims from Central Provinces and Upper India who 
pass through Khoordah to Pooree, this line would be convenient. Koordah 
is a sub-division of Pooree, and to have it connected therewith by rail would 
be convenient as well as remunerative. We are able to say that a 
branch line from Piplee to Khoordah would pay. The Jagannath road is 
simply the road to Pooree, whereas the Khoordah road leads to the whole 
of the south of India. On this ground coupled with the further 
consideration that on the Khoordah road there are fewer rivers to be crossed, 
we prefer it for the line of railway from Cuttack to Pooree. | 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.u., 


Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 29th July 1882. 
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